Powers of factory inspectors mid 18t century.
3rd section of the act 7 and 8 Victoria c 15

“That every inspector and sub-inspector shall have the power to enter every
part of any factory at any time, by day or by night, when any person shall be
employed therein; and to enter by day any place which he shall have reason to
believe to be a factory, and to enter any school in which children employed in
factories are educated, and at all times to take with him into any factory the
certifying surgeon of the district hereinafter mentioned, and any constable or
other peace officer whom he may need to assist him; and shall have power to
examine, either alone or in the presence of any other person, as he shall thing fit,
every person whom he shall find in a factory or in such a school, or whom he
shall have reason to believe to be or to have been employed in a factory, within
two months next preceding the time when he shall require him to be examined,
touching any matter within the provisions of this act; and the inspector or sub-
inspector may, if he shall see fit, require such person to make and sign a
declaration of the truth of the matters respecting which he shall have been or
shall be so examined; and every inspector and sub-inspector shall have power to
examine the registers, certificates, notices, and other documents kept in
pursuance of this act; and every person who shall refuse to be examined as
aforesaid, or who shall refuse to sign his name, or affix his mark, to declaration of
the truth of the matters respecting which he shall have been examined, or who
shall in any manner attempt to conceal, or otherwise prevent any child or other
person from appearing before, or being examined by, an inspector or sub-
inspector; or who shall prevent, of knowingly delay the administration of an
inspector or sub-inspector to any part of a factory or school, or shall prevent an
inspector or sub-inspector from examining any register, certificate, notice or
other document kept in pursuance of this act, shall be deemed guilty of wilfully
obstructing the inspector or sub-inspector in the execution of the powers
entrusted to him.”



